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Partner and Stakeholder Briefing

A Big Leap Forward for the Sussex Blue Belt
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Sussex seas are better protected now thanks to the work of fisheries managers the
fishing sector and the wider community. Working at a local level with partners and the
community to find solutions, Sussex Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority (IFCA)
has brought in management for commercial and recreational fisheries to achieve real
benefits for wildlife in our seas. All current and future fisheries management for
designated marine sites will sit within the new Sussex IFCA Marine Protected Area
Byelaw.
Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs) are one type of designated marine site and protect
our diverse species and habitats in the blue belt around the English Coast. This
contributes significantly to an ecologically coherent, well managed, marine protected
area network. There are presently fifty MCZs around England, five of which are in the
coastal waters of the Sussex IFCA District. These include Kingmere, Beachy Head West,
Pagham Harbour, Utopia and part of the Offshore Overfalls site. They protect a range of
wildlife such as chalk reefs, seahorses and black seabream nesting grounds. More sites
will be designated by the UK government in the near future.
The Kingmere Marine Conservation Zone has new protection for its rocky habitats and its
nationally important breeding black seabream, which makes nests on the site each
spring in which eggs are laid and cared for by the parent fish. The Beachy Head West
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Marine Conservation Zones is another site, stretching from Beachy Head Light House to
Brighton. The internationally important intertidal chalk reefs and species are now
protected. Additional protection in this site is afforded in two Education Conservation
Areas where we hope to see intertidal marine life flourish. We hope that school trips and
rock poolers will be inspired by the amazing marine wildlife in these Education
Conservation Areas and the wider Marine Conservation Zone.
Sussex IFCA has worked in partnership with Natural England to identify the best
management for important habitats and species in the blue belt around our coast. We
will continue to work in partnership with other Sussex organisations to continue to raise
awareness of our marine wildlife.
Tim Dapling, Sussex IFCA’s Chief Fisheries & Conservation Officer says:
“Sussex seas are spectacularly rich in marine life and the Authority is committed to
ensuring the protection of their unique biological diversity. In addition to introducing
controls on fishing activities such as trawling that may threaten protected marine species
and habitats within Sussex Marine Conservation Zones, the Authority has introduced
measures for intertidal areas intended to maximise species abundance and healthy
habitats. Within Beachy Head West Marine Conservation Zone two highly protected
intertidal areas known as educational zones allow the community to have access to a
marine environment afforded with a unique level of protection”
Sean Ashworth of the IFCA says:
“We have listened to all the different views of the community and built fisheries
management that protects the blue belt and accommodates social and economic activity.
We are sure that our management will allow legitimate commercial and recreational
fishing whilst looking after Sussex’s marine wildlife interest.”
Erin Lawes of the IFCA says:
“The management of our fisheries within these sites will make a vital contribution to the
creation of a well-managed ecologically coherent network of MPAs around the UK coast.
This network, supported by wider environmental management measures, will promote
the recovery and conservation of marine ecosystems, and therefore help support
sustainable fisheries and wildlife.”
Further information about Sussex IFCA
The Sussex Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority (IFCA) was created in 2010. The Sussex
IFCA is a joint committee of East Sussex County Council, West Sussex County Council and
Brighton and Hove City Council. The Sussex IFCA is tasked with the sustainable management of
inshore sea fisheries resources within its District that extends 6 nautical miles seaward from the
Sussex coastline.
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